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leFT: Cellist Daniel Kaler, a graduate of New Trier, will be performing 
during the sixth annual North Shore Music Festival from Thursday-

Saturday, June 9-11, at the Village Presbyterian Church in Northbrook. 
ABoVe: Wendy Warner, a graduate of North Shore Country Day School, 

will also be playing cello at the festival. Photos suBMitted
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Kaler, Warner to play north 
Shore chamber Music Festival
eRic degRechie, contributing editor

The similarities between the ca-
reer paths of Daniel Kaler and Wen-
dy Warner are abundant.

Though separated by a few years 
in age, both grew up on the North 
Shore in Wilmette. They were born 
into musical families with famous 
relatives. They each play the cello, 
an instrument both compare the 
sound of to that of the human voice. 
They were child prodigies before 
graduating from area high schools 
— Kaler from New Trier and War-
ner from North Shore Country Day 
School. Each have also studied 
cello from a number of esteemed 
teachers. 

The talented duo will bring their 
talents together for the first time 

during the sixth annual North Shore 
Music Festival Thursday-Saturday, 
June 9-11, at the Village Presbyte-
rian Church in Northbrook. 

The festival, which began on 
Wednesday, June 8, is described 
by organizers as “spanning a mu-
sical mile as it traverses from sub-
lime masterpieces of Bach and 
Schubert to great blockbusters of 
Tchaikovsky and Dvorak, from the 
evocative drama of Lera Auerbach’s 
music to the heartfelt romance of 
Max Bruch.”

Kaler, 18, is the son of world-
renowned Russian violinist Ilya 
Kaler. 

“I’ve played the cello since I was 
4. I feel it’s the closest to the human 
voice you can get from an instru-
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Kaler, who graduated from New 
Trier, is the winner of the festival’s 
Arkady Fomin Scholarship Fund 
Award.

Cellist Wendy Warner will be performing David 
Popper’s “requiem for three cellos and piano op.66,” 
along with fellow Wilmette native Daniel Kaler, at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, June 11, at the North Shore Music 
Festival in Northbrook. Photos suBMittedPlease see CeLList, 27

winnetkacurrent.com       the winnetka Current  |  June 9, 2016  |  27

In 1997, he made an appear-
ance on The Oprah Winfrey 
Show. The theme of the epi-
sode was “Things to Get Rid 
Of,” and he talked about how 
used-up household items, such 
as mascara brushes and makeup 
sponges were a breeding ground 
for bacteria.

The Woodstock resident was 
an adjunct professor of science 
at McHenry County College in 
Crystal Lake since 2008. From 
1995-2009, he was an adjunct 
professor for the College of Lake 
County in Grayslake, where he 
won an Outstanding Part-Time 
Faculty Member Award in 2006.

McCrea was praised by peers 
and former students alike in on-
line postings and on Facebook.

“Phil was a wonderful person 
and an exemplary teacher. He 
was one of the finest in all re-
spects,” retired New Trier col-
league Chuck Provow said.

Former New Trier science 

teacher Bob Applebaum called 
him “an inspiring teacher, a sup-
portive colleague and just an all-
around beautiful soul.”

“He made Biology fun for me 
again,” former MCC student 
Ashleigh Wise said.

McCrea was also an artist, de-
signing a spa-like window for 
his home, designs laid with tiles 
on his kitchen floor, working in 
wood, cutting and painting yard 
ornaments and highlighting dis-
plays of furniture and appliances. 
He was also involved in the Lake 
County Diabetes Association, in-
cluding networking and advising 
members, and was a musician at 
his church.

He is survived by Mary Jane, 
his wife of 45 years; children 
Sean (Brenda) and Kristin (Matt) 
Lautenschlager; grandchildren 
Logan and Brady; and siblings 
Judy (Frank) Divita and Kevin 
(Katie) McCrea.

Jack lungmus
Jack Lungmus, 86, of North-

field, died unexpectedly on May 

20. Lungmus was a longtime 
Northfield and Sarasota, Fla. 
resident. Lungmus is survived 
by his beautiful wife of 62 years, 
Jan Henning Lungmus; his three 
sons, Jack Jr., Perry and Greg; 
as well as eight adoring grand-
children. Born in Milwaukee, 
Wis., on May 24, 1929, Lung-
mus attended Northwestern 
University and graduated from 
Northwestern School of Law in 
1954, proudly practicing patent 
law at his Chicago firm for over 
45 years. Loved for his engag-
ing manner, sharp wit and warm 
smile, Lungmus was passion-
ate about life, pursuing interests 
in travel, automobiles, nature 
and wildlife. He will be forever 
missed by friends and family as a 
generous loving soul, a nurturing 
parent and loving husband.

Have someone’s life you’d like to 
honor? Email Kirsten Keller at 
k.keller@22ndcenturymedia.com 
with information about a loved 
one who was part of the Winnetka/
Northfield community.
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faith Briefs
Northfield Community Church (400 Wagner 
Road, Northfield (847) 446-3070)

first responders appreciation 
event

Save the date for a community 
worship and first responders pic-
nic at 10 a.m. June 26 at Clark-
son Park. Northfield Commu-
nity Church, Lutheran Church 
of the Ascension and St. James 
the Less Episcopal Church will 
give thanks for Northfield’s first 
responders and their loved ones. 
Worship will begin at 10 a.m., a 
picnic and games will begin at 
11 a.m. and the first responders’ 
appreciate will begin at noon.

am yisrael Congregation (4 Happ Road, 
Northfield (847) 446-7215)

shavuot Picnic and Carnival  
Am Yisrael will  celebrate the 

holiday of Shavuot, commemo-
rating the giving of the Ten Com-
mandments to Moses, on June 
12.  Shavuot services will  begin 
at 9:30 a.m. and will  include 
Torah chanting by Am Yisrael’s 
School of Jewish Studies’ stu-
dents as well as Yiskor memorial 
prayers.  Following services,  a 
Shavuot Picnic and Carnival will 
be held, including a dairy picnic 
lunch. The carnival will be held 
outdoors, weather permitting, 
and will include a bounce house, 
carnival games, cotton candy, 
sno-cones, adult beverages and 
fun for the entire family. RSVP 
by June 3 to Nancy Holab Nev-
ins at (847) 446-7215 or email 
nhnevins@amyisrael.org. 

Christ Church (784 Sheridan Road, Winnetka 
(847) 446-2850)

sunday Worship
On Sundays starting June 

19 and running throughout the 
summer, enjoy a 9:30 a.m. Holy 
Eucharist at Maple Street Park.

Winnetka Presbyterian Church (1255 Willow 
Road (847) 446-7777)

Cooks, servers and shoppers 
needed

The church is looking for 
cooks to make casseroles and 
volunteers to help serve every 
third Monday of the month for A 
Just Harvest. To sign up to cook 
and deliver or serve the meal in 
the upcoming months, sign up at 
www.winnpres.org.

sunday Worship 
Join the church every Sunday 

for worship at 9:45 a.m. 

Willow Creek North Shore (315 Waukegan 
Road, Northfield (847) 765-5000)

Cancer ministry of hope
If you or a loved one has 

been touched by cancer, join 
the church for a cup of coffee, 
sharing and support from 11:15 
a.m.-12:15 p.m. on the third 
Sunday of the month.

sunday service
Sunday services are held at 

8:30, 10 and 11:30 a.m.

Winnetka Congregational Church (725 Pine St. 
(847) 441-3400)

sunday Worship
Worship is at 10 a.m. Sunday 

mornings in the sanctuary. Child 
care is available for infants to 
preschool during the service. 
Children in kindergarten and 
over can come to worship with 
their families and are dismissed 
for Sunday school after the chil-
dren’s message. In July and Au-
gust, Sunday worship will begin 
at 9 a.m. on the front lawn and 
there will be no church school.

Temple Jeremiah (937 Happ Road, Northfield 
(847) 765-5000)

Worship
Shabbat services are held ev-

ery Friday evening and Satur-
day morning. Temple Jeremiah 
greets Shabbat through ser-
mons, lectures, music, discus-
sions, family worship and din-
ners in the sanctuary or chapel. 
Visit www.templejeremiah.org/
worship for more information.

 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church (1095 gage St., 
Winnetka (847) 446-0856)

sunday mass
Sunday Mass is held at 7:30, 

9 and 10:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

St. Philip the apostle (1970 Old Willow Road, 
Northfield (847) 446-8390)

sunday mass
Sunday Mass is held at 7:30, 

9:30 and 11:45 a.m.

Submit information for The Cur-
rent’s Faith page to Kirsten Keller 
at k.keller@22ndcenturymedia.
com.

ment,” Daniel Kaler said. “My 
parents started me out on the 
violin when I was 3, but I heard 
the cello and have been playing 
it ever since.”

The younger Kaler graduated 
from New Trier last year.

While at New Trier, Kaler 
studied cello with Hans Jorgen 
Jensen of the Northwestern Uni-
versity Bienen School of Music. 
He is currently a student at the 
Cleveland Institute of Music 
where he studies with festival 
artist Mark Kosower. 

“New Trier is really an amaz-
ing musical setting. I had a 
chance to be part of the sym-
phony orchestra there for three 
years,” Kaler said. “It’s an in-
credible ensemble.”

Kaler, who has played the fes-
tival before as part of the youth 
contingent, is no stranger to 
playing in front of enthusiastic 
crowds as he was even featured 
on “America’s Got Talent” in 
2006 at the age of 8. 

“It was a very exciting expe-
rience. I didn’t quite understand 
what it meant to be on a televi-
sion show,” Kaler said. “It was 
all a very foreign concept.”  

He is highly praised for his 
“warm, luminous sound” and 
has appeared as a guest solo-
ist with the National Orches-
tra of Bogota, the Kankakee 
Symphony, the West Virginia 
Symphony, the Oistraksh Sym-
phony, the University of Illinois 
Symphony and the Northport  
Symphony. 

Kaler is this year’s recipient 
of the festival’s Arkaday Fomin 
Scholarship Fund Award. The 
award was launched last year to 
provide both support and men-
torship to exceptionally gifted 
emerging young artists.  

“It’s really exciting to be 
given the scholarship and get to 
collaborate with such incredible 
musicians,” Kaler said. “It’s a 
beautiful space with wonderful 
acoustics. It sounds really great 
in there.” 

Warner, who is playing the 
festival for the third time, is 

the granddaughter of composer 
Philip Warner. Her parents also 
played music. 

“My parents met at North-
western University,” Warner 
said. “All my family for many 
generations have played music 
so it seemed the natural choice 
for my parents to pursue music.” 

After high school, she went on 
to study with the legendary cel-
list Mstislav Rostropovich. She 
eventually achieved internation-
al renown for her breathtaking 
performances. 

When not performing, Warner 
is on the faculty at the Schwob 
School of Music at Columbus 
State University in Columbus, 
Ga., where she holds the Leah 
D. Hamer Distinguished Chair 
in Cello. 

Warner looks forward to the 
chance to play with Kaler. 

“I’ve known Daniel since he 
was little. He’s really come into 
his own,” Warner said. “He’s 
changed a lot. He’s really quite 
amazing.”

CeLList
From Page 23
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North Shore Chamber Music Festival 
looks to reach broader audience
JEREMY TURLEY 
Editorial Intern

Northbrook residents 
Vadim Gluzman and An-
gela Yoffe often play clas-
sical music for consider-
able audiences in lavish 
music halls throughout the 
world, but on Wednesday, 
June 8, and Friday-Satur-
day, June 10-11, the couple 
will host the North Shore 
Chamber Music Festival 
at Village Presbyterian 
Church, 1300 Shermer 
Road, Northbrook.  

Every year since 2010, 
the festival has entertained 
fans of classical music 
from Chicago’s North 
Shore and beyond. In re-
cent years, the event has 
gained traction with the 
older generation of con-
certgoers. However, as the 
festival grows, the direc-
tors would like to reach a 
broader audience that in-
cludes more young people. 

“Unfortunately, at our 
concerts halls we are not 
seeing a lot of the younger 
generation,” Yoffe said. 
“This is why we’ve started 

a huge educational pro-
gram.”  

The second day of this 
year’s festival will feature 
a showcase of young musi-
cians from the Chicago area 
in a performance dubbed 
“The New Generation.”

Young musicians study-
ing at the Academy at the 
Music Institute of Chicago 
will also have the oppor-
tunity to attend conserva-
tory-level master classes 
taught by several of the 
festival’s prominent per-
forming artists. By offer-
ing members of younger 
generations a chance to 
practice and perform with 
distinguished classical 
musicians, Yoffe hopes to 
add “layers” of diversity to 
the audiences at classical 
music concerts.

In 2015, the directors 
of the festival founded the 
Arkady Fomin Scholar-
ship in an effort to reach 
the youth and honor the 
memory of Gluzman’s 
recently deceased men-
tor. This year’s recipient 
is cellist Daniel Kaler, 18, 

a Wilmette native. Kaler 
will be featured in a vir-
tuoso showpiece at 7:30 
p.m. on the final day of the 
festival, Saturday, June 11.  

The festival will also 
include performances by 
several artists returning to 
Northbrook after popular 
performances in previous 
years. Festival directors 
Gluzman and Yoffe will 
take the stage with re-
nowned virtuosos William 
Wolfram, Atar Arad and 
Alexandra Kosovsky.  

Known for its intimacy, 
the festival will offer at-
tendees unique opportuni-
ties to interact with cel-
ebrated figures in classical 
music. At 6 pm. Saturday, 
June 11, fans are encour-
aged to speak with Henry 
Fogel, the former president 
and CEO of the acclaimed 
Chicago Symphony Or-
chestra, in a pre-concert 
conversation.  

Each concert will cost 
between $25 and $45 for 
adults with a 20 percent 
discount for seniors and 
$15 for students.

Angela Yoffe (left) and Vadim Gluzman are the founders of the North Shore Chamber 
Music Festival, set to return again this year Wednesday, June 8, and Friday-Saturday, 
June 10-11, at the Village Presbyterian Church, 1300 Shermer Road, Northbrook. 
PHOTO SUBMITTED
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